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Urban  District  of  Portslade-by-Sea 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1953.  A  perusal  of  the  vital  statictics  shows  that  the  Population, 
Births  and  Deaths  have  virtually  stabilised  themselves  in 
Portslade  and  a  summary  of  the  causes  of  death  reveals  that 
Cancer  and  various  forms  of  Heart  Disease,  mainly  associated 
with  old  age,  account  for  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  total. 
It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  deaths  from  the  acute  infections  are 
practically  absent  and  that  there  were  only  three  deaths  among 
infants  under  the  age  of  1  year — -thus  creating  a  new  record 
low  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

1953  was  a  Measles  Year  (350  cases).  Broadly  speaking  this 
disease  occurs  biennially  although  since  the  war  it  has  never 
died  out  entirely  during  the  alternate  year,  but  all  the  cases  were 
light  and  there  were  no  deaths.  The  other  infectious  diseases 
showed  their  normal  incidence  and  there  was  only  one  case  of 
Poliomyelitis.  Portslade  has  up  to  the  present  showed  a 
welcome  immunity  to  this  disease,  the  highest  number  of  cases 
in  any  one  year  being  1,  the  explanation  of  which  may  be  that 
there  is  not  so  much  inter-mingling  with  the  other  large  centres 
of  population  and  therefore  less  opportunity  of  the  infection 
being  implanted,  or  it  may  be  just  luck. 

Tuberculosis  Notifications  remained  about  the  same  but  12 
out  of  20  new  cases  were  in  the  wage-earning  or  family  sup¬ 
porting  age-groups,  i.e.,  20-45. 

The  Returns  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  show  by  a  curious 
coincidence  exactly  the  same  total  numbers  as  in  1952,  which 
represents  about  51.6%  of  the  infants  eligible  for  immunisation 
during  the  year.  Vaccination  figures  on  the  other  hand  have 
improved,  about  64.6%  of  the  babies  were  initially  protected 
against  smallpox. 
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The  most  notable  achievement  on  the  sanitary  side  was  the 
decision  to  do  away  with  the  sub-standard  and  outworn 
bungalows  in  Stanley  Road.  The  necessary  orders  were  made 
in  December  1953  constituting  the  clearance  area  and  after  a 
Public  Enquiry  in  March  1954  were  subsequently  confirmed 
by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  occupiers  have  now  been  re¬ 
housed  and  the  demolition  will  follow  shortly. 

I  should  like  once  again  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  to 
the  Council,  Mr.  Tozer,  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  Rudgley,  and 
especially  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Donald,  and  for  the 
support  I  have  once  again  received  from  the  Sanitary  and 
Housing  Committee. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  :  13,530. 


Births  :  M.  F. 

Legitimate  . .  73  72 

Illegitimate  .  .  2  4 

Birth  Rate  :  11.16  (Standard). 

10.82  (Corrected). 


Total 

145 

6 


Still  Births  :  Nil. 

1.  Rate  per  1,000  Births  :  Nil. 

Deaths  : 

Male  .  .  86 

Female  .  .  64  Total  :  150. 

Death  Rate  :  11.08  (Standard). 

10.74  (Corrected). 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child¬ 
birth  :  Nil. 

Death  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  :  3. 

Rate  per  1,000  births  :  19.86. 

Deaths  from  : 


Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . 

Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

7 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

30 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Drainage. 

The  whole  of  the  public  roads  in  the  district  are  sewered  by 
gravitation  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

All  houses  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  public  sewers 
with  the  following  exceptions  : 

There  are  14  houses  served  by  cesspools,  of  these  cesspools 
10  have  no  sewerage  facilities  in  the  neighbourhood  and  4  do  not, 
as  regards  the  statutory  distance,  come  within  the  requirements 
of  the  Act. 

In  addition  there  are  12  houses,  situate  in  outlying  parts  of 
the  District,  provided  with  earth  closets. 

All  sewerage  is  discharged  into  intercepting  sewers  which 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Portslade  and  Southwick  Outfall 
Sewerage  Board.  Disposal  is  by  means  of  Sea  Outfall  owned  by 
the  Board. 

Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  prepared 
the  following  Annual  Statement  of  his  visits  and  notices  : 


Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  .  .  298 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  532 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  268 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  436 

Number  of  complaints  received  .  .  .  .  231 

Informal  Notices  served  (P.H.  &  H.  Act)  .  .  99 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  8 

Houses  found  dirty  or  verminous  .  .  15 

Houses  with  insufficient  refuse  bin  . .  17 
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Defective  Drains 
Defective  Closets 
Defective  Sinks 


166 


20 
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Defective  Roofs  and  Gutters 

Damp  and  Defective  Walls  and  Ceilings 

Defective  Floors 

Defects  to  Windows,  Doors,  Grates,  etc. 


105 


186 


89 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  has  been  successfully  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year,  both  in  surface  properties  and  in 
the  Council’s  sewers. 

During  the  year  114  infestations  were  dealt  with  on  surface 
properties  and  two  sewer  treatments  carried  out. 

The  treatment  is  free  to  private  properties  but  a  small  charge 
is  made  for  business  premises. 


Eradication  of  bed  bugs. 

(1)  During  the  year  14  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  vermin,  and  were  disinfested  as  follows  : 

(2)  By  removing  and  easing  all  woodwork,  architraves, 
skirting-boards,  etc.,  and  spraying  with  insecticides,  and 
in  some  cases  by  the  use  of  gaseous  fumigants. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council,  and  the 
cost  of  materials  used  has  been  charged  to  the  Owner 
or  Occupier, 
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HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED 
AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1953. 

Council  Houses  and  Flats  .  .  .  .  568 

Requisitioned  Property  .  .  .  .  9 

Old  Peoples  Bungalows  .  .  .  .  12 

Temporary  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

The  position  as  to  outstanding  applications  for  accommodation 
is  as  follows  : 

Up  to  2  in  family  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

3  in  family  .  .  .  .  .  .  76 

4  or  more  in  family  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

Aged  persons  (60  years  of  age  or  over)  .  .  38 

Total  .  .  238 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  298 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  532 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Flousing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  14 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  33 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  12 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  286 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren¬ 
dered  lit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  273 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

a.  Proceedings  under  Section  9, 10  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  wrere  served  requiring  repairs  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  lit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  Owners  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  1 

b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

c.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  undertakings  were  accepted  from 
owners.  Section  19  (2)  : 

(a)  To  render  the  house  lit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(b)  As  to  usage  other  than  for  human  habitation  Nil 

d.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect 
of  which  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  lit 


Nil 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

Milk  Supply. 

There  is  only  1  Farm  in  the  District  which  is  supplying 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

During  the  year  there  were  20  Dealers5  Licences  and  5 
Supplementaty  Licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  designated  Milk 
in  this  District. 


Ice  Cream. 

There  is  1  Factory  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
and  48  Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 


Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938  Section  14. 

There  are  5  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  sausages,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 

There  were  26  inspections  of  registered  premises  and  in  3 
cases  an  improved  supply  of  hot  water  for  hand  washing  was 
provided. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  and  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  disposed  of  for  animal 
feeding  : 

86  lbs.  of  beef,  85  lbs.  of  ham,  13  stones  of  fish,  4  galls, 
cockles,  540  cans  of  various  food,  20  lbs.  of  flour,  4|-  ozs 
cheese. 
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These  figures  include  “  Inward  Transfers 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1953. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

1953. 
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There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 
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